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stamping about in the dust, furiously directing operations, compass in hand, that his quaint whim might be satisfied. A pole then had to be erected from which1 the British Flag was flown. If the Argentine authorities resented this and requested that their national flag might be flown with it, he answered them furiously that he was an Englishman and that if they wished to lower his flag they had better come and do it.
The night was divided nautical fashion into watches, which the "peons" (camp servants) had to keep, the sons being officers of the watch and responsible for any failure of duty on their part. Their welcome at the fiueblos (villages) they reached in the course of these wanderings was varied. At one place they would be taken for a travelling circus and received with the greatest joy ; at other places the gravest suspicions were excited by so unusual a spectacle, and an armed reception was all that awaited them, blows being given and received in their efforts to establish a footing and obtain water and other necessaries. At other times they were given a grand official welcome as " strangers of distinction/' and on these occasions would be received to the jubilant strains of the village band.
In conformity with the customs of the country, the four sons had to be turned into " gauchos " (rough-riders) capable of taming the wildest horse, and shifting for themselves in the tightest corners. In pursuance of this object they were placed upon untamed horses by their determined father and told to stick there. If they fell off, they had to climb back until they succeeded in sticking there; if they clutched the mane or tried to cling to the animal with anything but their legs, their stern parent, who stood by sjambok in hand, soon loosened their grip. Tears were notTHE ARGENTINE                   213
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